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ERBIL PROVINCE, Iraq - More than 
26,000 residents in 13 villages receive po-
table water now due to 13 water well pro-
jects recently completed as part of the 
Iraq Reconstruction Program. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers be-
gan the well project initiative last year and 
completed it last month.  These 13 vil-
lages in Northern Iraq did not have flow-
ing water.  

Now, another source of water has been 
found and tapped in this area.   

Each one of these 13 projects consisted 
of construction of deep water wells; sup-
ply of generators and submersible pumps; 
constructing a concrete and steel water 
tank; supplying  and installing the water 
pipe line; construction of water taps; and 
expansion of the distribution system. 

“Kurdistan is suffering from a shortage 
of clean water and lack of water sources 
and water pipe,” said Younis Talib, an 
Iraqi electrical engineer employed in the 
USACE Gulf Region North’s Erbil Resident 
Office. Talib was responsible for quality 
assurance and quality control on the pro-
ject. “This project is one of many that are 
essential to solve water problems in the 
Erbil Province; designed to stabilize the 
water source in 13 villages.” 

The people in some of these villages 
did not have enough water, and some 
were depending on spring sources for wa-
ter. Others relied on water delivery by 
trucks, or personally carrying water con-
tainers in their cars for many miles, ac-

cording to Talib. 
Nawzad Hadi, the governor of Erbil, 

said, “The water that U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers [made possible] to Bnberzi 
Gchka has allowed many village people to 
move back to their village. I am grateful 
for all other projects which are done and 
which are under construction by U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers that positively 
impacted the Kurdish people.”  
Maj. Jennifer Munro, deputy area engineer 
in the Gulf Region North district Mosul 
Area office, added, “This is an exciting 
program that has provided water to 
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The Number 13 is a Lucky One for 13 Iraqi Villages 
 
by Lana Aziz 
Gulf Region North 

To the Western world, this picture may seem rural 
and simple - it is. But, the benefits of this small wa-
ter well and pump station project are big to the Iraqi 
people of this nearby village in the Erbil Province. 
The people no longer have to depend on spring 
sources for water, or trucks delivering water; or do-
ing without water. This small project in the Iraq Re-
construction Program has a huge positive impact on 
the local people. (USACE Photo) 
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26,000 people. It revitalized communities 
that had stagnated when families were 
forced to leave their homes during Sad-
dam's era. [Now] these villages are grow-
ing and thriving.”   
Years of a neglected infrastructure, vio-
lence, and sabotage created a shortage of 
potable water in Iraq—a country of some 
30 million citizens. But, since the time of 
sovereignty in 2004, the Iraq Reconstruc-

tion Program has effected improvements 
that bring 120 million gallons of treated 
water daily to an estimated 2.4 million 
Iraqi citizens.  
Estimates show that, nationwide, some 
8.4 million Iraqis will benefit from 300 mil-
lion gallons of treated water daily when all 
of the original funded water projects are 
completed. 

Editor’s Note:  Lana Aziz is an Iraqi Public Affairs Specialist for the Gulf Region North District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Iraq. For more information, contact her at 540-542-1488 or email requests to 
grn.ln.01@tac01.usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 
www.grd.usace.army.mil. 
 

Children everywhere love to play in water--whether they're in their backyard or community swimming pool; or in 
the neighborhood streets of Inner City, USA; or in the Kurdish enclave of Erbil, Iraq. Children love to play in the 
water and, thanks to local water well and pump station projects made possible through the Iraq Reconstruction 
Program, these children have water now that is vital to life and comfort...and playing! (USACE Photo) 
 


